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Charles Edward Chapel : Guns of the Old West: An Illustrated Reference Guide to Antique Firearms  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guns of the Old West: An 
Illustrated Reference Guide to Antique Firearms: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. DissapointingBy johnksrI was disappointed with this book. The 
illustrations were drawings not photos, therefore there was no detail. The author would go on for pages telling stories 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1620873621


that were nice to read but had nothing to do with the guns. I wouldn't use it as a reference because if you were to look 
up a particular gun, you get a drawing with little or no detailed info on the gun, which to me would be of little value. I 
did gain some knowledge of old west guns, but overall the book was a disappointment.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Janet ElderInteresting book if you like guns and the Old West0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. He loves it!?By Cressi Brown PhotographyMy boyfriend loves this book, he really 
likes the info it contains

Written by one of the foremost firearms experts of the twentieth century, Charles Edward Chapel’s Guns of the Old 
West is an exhaustively researched document that not only boasts a significant collection of antique Western guns, but 
also categorizes the firearms into easy-to-reference sections.Starting with an introductory chapter on the origins of 
guns and their earliest uses on the frontier, Chapel covers everything from muskets to rifles, pistols to revolvers, and 
shotguns to martial arms. Three whole chapters are dedicated to the rise and fall of the famous Deringer pistol. And as 
much as Guns of the Old West is an encyclopedic reference manual, it’s also fascinating historical literature that 
frames the world in which these guns were used. Buffalo guns and hunters are covered, along with martial arms of the 
post–Civil War era. The gun collection of famous collector and hunter President Theodore Roosevelt is given its own 
chapter.Illustrated with nearly 500 illustrations, as well as important artwork from the Western period from artists such 
as Frederic Remington, Guns of the Old West is an essential work for gun collectors and American history enthusiasts.

About the AuthorCharles Edward Chapel was born in Iowa in 1904. Graduating from the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis and serving in the Marine Corps, he was a prolific writer, publishing thousands of articles on subjects such 
as police science, aviation, and firearms. One of the nation’s most active gun writers, he published nearly a dozen 
books on the subject. Guns of the Old West is considered his greatest work. Chapel died in 1967. 


