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Carl P. Russell : Guns on the early frontiers. A history of black powder weapons from colonial times to the 
Mexican War.  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guns 
on the early frontiers. A history of black powder weapons from colonial times to the Mexican War.: 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. One of the finer University of California Press booksBy Lloyd A. 
McdanielI loved this, it read fine, was FULL of info that I didn't have,.. who knew that the .22 caliber short became the 
most popular cartridge shortly after introduction? Interesting!From the back cover..GUNS ON THE EARLY 
FRONTIERSI this is an account of the guns which in the hands of Indians, trappers and soldiers helped shape the 
history of the American West, Much more than a descriptive record of gun types the volume also relates the guns to 
the people who made sold and used them, and to the momentous events of westward expansion that were often 
strongly influenced by the gun trade.Guns on the Early Frontiers is concerned particularly with the arms used in the 
West during the first half of the nineteenth century, but since the guns used in the earlier settlement of the eastern half 
of the continent were the antecedents of the western arms these too are discussed together with the significant 
European influences that affected both the mechanisms of guns and the politics of the traders of guns.This volume is 
notable among gun books for it's thoroughness in identifying the guns used on America's moving frontiers and for it's 
careful and objective documentation. It will appeal to the reader interested in American lore to historians and students 
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of guns, and to private arms collectors everywhere. ...2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Guns on the 
Early Frontiers by RussellBy L/CPLIf you have any interest in American history or early American firearms this is a 
must read. Early trade patterns of European Nations, trade and war relationships of different Indian tribes, polotics and 
expansion are all covered. I have been fixing and shooting muzzle loading firearms for 40+ yrs. I overlooked this book 
thinking it would be a repeat of other published work, was I ever wrong. This is the best book on the history of 
firearms in America that I have read in many yrs. Basically covers from the mid 1600's to the mid 1800's.
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