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Charles G. Worman : Gunsmoke and Saddle L eather: Firearmsin the Nineteenth-Century American West
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gunsmoke and Saddle
Leather: Firearms in the Nineteenth-Century American West:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book, many photos, some "dug" gunsin relic conditionBy
Rough Customergreat book, coffee table size with tons of photos of great old guns, many of the guns photographed
were "dug" at some western site and are old rusted relics that really saw action in the old west. A lot of history packed
into this book, the photos make your mind race back to the era of the old west and how these tools of the westerns
were carried and used on adaily basis.high reommendationO of O people found the following review helpful.
Important book on western firearmsBy Robert G. HooperAn outstanding book about firearms in the 19th century west.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826335934

The hundreds of period photographs alone make this a great addition to ones library. The book is full of first hand
accounts of the gunsin use. It provides many hours of just looking at photos and reading the first hand accounts of
western life. Perhaps the best book available on the subject.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five
StarsBy CustomerGreat book for anyone interested in firearms history of the american west.

The gun, like the axe and the plow, was an essential tool in the exploration and settlement of the trans-Mississippi
West. It provided food for the cooking pot as well as protection against two- or four-legged marauders. As the century
progressed, firearms also provided various forms of recreation for both men and women, primarily target and
competition shooting.Of course the employment of the gun, whether for good or evil, depended upon the user. The
men and women who lived the nineteenth-century western experience sometimes described in detail the role firearms
played in their lives. Such accounts included a trapper in the 1830s, a woman crossing the plains by wagon in the
1850s, adrover ("cowboy" in modern terminology) enduring the dangers of along cattle drive, a professional hunter
engaged in the slaughter of the once seemingly endless herds of bison, or a soldier campaigning against American
Indians. Each account adds to our knowledge of firearms and our awareness of the struggle faced by those who were a
part of the western experience. Gunsmoke and Saddle L eather describes the gun's impact on the lives of those in the
West--men and women, whites and American Indians--using their own words to tell that story wherever possible.

"A handsome tome that would work as a coffee-table book if you enjoy heated discussions about things like muzzle
velocity.""Thisis abook not only for gun fans, but also for anyone interested in the Western frontier as it advanced
and the people who pushed it west during a violent time."" This massive book with expert text and a vast number of
photos is a'must have' for gun collectors, historians of the American West and fans of western stories, movies, and TV
shows.""This book isacompelling look at the history of firearms usage in the trans-Mississippi West, often told in the
words of the men and women for whom the firearm was an essential part of daily life.""Worman's attention to detail,
use of asurprisingly large number of primary sources, and encyclopedic coverage of firearmsin the West would
benefit even the most knowledgeable 'gun guy' in a search for information."" Thisisamost impressive work. Itisa
huge volume, yet the binding is solid, photographs reproduced clearly, captions clear, type not too small-those
elements that sometimes mar large books are here to benefit usal. . . Thisisavery worthwhile addition to our NOLA
library, whether an avid gun collector or just appreciate the weaponry used by outlaws and lawmen, and virtualy all
other populations who lived in the west.""Thisis not a book to be taken lightly..but one that will literally provide hours
of reading pleasure...It is representative of extensive detailed research, great writing and all that a fine book should be.
It isatremendous addition to anyone's library, or living room!"From the Inside FlapThe many roles played by gunsin
the old West with personal accounts by many early settlers and hundreds of photos.About the AuthorCharles G.
Worman spent more than thirty years with the National Museum of the U. S. Air Force, retiring as deputy director. He
has written extensively on antique guns, isafellow of the Company of Military Historians, and has served as a
firearms consultant to museums.



