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Gary F Hartman : Homebuilt Firearms  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Homebuilt Firearms: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Really, really poor design but good imaginationBy K1JAN - 
ROMADThe book and instructions are very clear and concise, as long as you don't actually build it!The complex 
interactions of the parts and internal works design is flawless. The overall design as well as the appearance (shudder!) 
are horrible. This is a great example of how a good imagination and skills can be wasted. But.... it was probably fun to 
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make, as long as anyone seeing it didn't know you did it.After 40+ years as a gunsmith, I have never seen such a 
combination of good internal and poor external designs melded together. May be brilliant, but where and how would 
you use it, let alone carry it? The basic reason for a DIY firearm, beyond being able to say you did it, is to use it as a 
survival or secondary weapon. This is too bulky to hide or easily carry, and looks to be awkward to operate, even if it 
does work well.Shrink the entire design about 70 percent and maybe it would be a great addition.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Three StarsBy squeekera little less than i expected1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Not likely to make my own gunsBy David EatonRegardless of the legality, or the practicality of the 
design in this book, I still found it a fun read. I have a small shop, and this gave me plenty of cool ideas for other 
projects. I own a few firearms. If I wanted more, I'd go buy them. But I liked seeing the approach, and the book is nifty 
for the ideas it gave me.

"Homebuilt Firearms" is a great initiation for hobbyists who wish to try building a real gun from scratch, using only 
standard garage tools, NOT milling machines or lathes. Such a project is definitely a great learning and skill building 
experience for a person who enjoys gun sports and shooting-- and unusual, challenging projects.Starting with a used 
.22 barrel from a gun show, and adding some scrap Steel, a hobby builder can utilize his ingenuity and skills... using a 
drill press, grinders, wire welder, a hacksaw, files, etc. and can indeed build a firearm, first a repeater Single Action 
model, then a Double Action weapon.The rifle project described here is a functional ten shot .22 rifle. It offers a fun 
and rewarding building experience for any mechanically minded individual, an achievement to be enjoyed and used.


