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Denise Schmandt-Besserat : How Writing Came About before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised How Writing Came About:

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. An interesting scholarly book.By Z. MartinezThis book will take
you through the ruins of an ancient city in Mesopotamia and then will explain the meaning of certain tablets and clay
coins found there. The author is very clear in her explanations, there are plenty of pictures and graphics which make
your understanding of the text easier. This book is for those who like reading scholarly material because it isvery
concise and precise on the subject but it could seem dry reading to those who prefer the material to be presentedin a
more entertaining way.| found it very interesting, and it helped me understand the transition from letters to numbers. |


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0292777043

loved it!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Informative and ReadableBy Rod ScherExcellent overview
of the evolution of writing, by aresearcher who is THE preeminent authority on the subject.1 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. some interesting tidbits but not realy written for the publicBy Robert ShulerThis was
supposed to be a consolidated version of an earlier two-part academic work making the material accessible to the
public. It simply fails. The author has no clue how to write abook and maintain interest past the introduction (whichis
pretty good, but you can read it in the preview). Even as a professor, well, I'd hate to try and stay awake in her class.
And this subject normally fascinates me.

Winner, Top 100 Books on Science, American Scientist, 20011n 1992, the University of Texas Press published Before
Writing, Volume I: From Counting to Cuneiform and Before Writing, Volume I1: A Catalog of Near Eastern Tokens.
In these two volumes, Denise Schmandt-Besserat set forth her groundbreaking theory that the cuneiform script
invented in the Near East in the late fourth millennium B.C.—the world's oldest known system of writing—derived
from an archaic counting device.How Writing Came About draws material from both volumes to present Schmandt-
Besserat's theory for awide public and classroom audience. Based on the analysis and interpretation of a selection of
8,000 tokens or counters from 116 sitesin Iran, Irag, the Levant, and Turkey, it documents the immediate precursor of
the cuneiform script.

"Discoveriesin the history of writing are rare, but Denise Schmandt-Besserat made one in realizing that phonetic
writing in the West descends not from pictography, a view repeated everywhere, but from abstract, nonphonetic,
mostly noniconographic accounting tokens used in Neolithic farming communities of the Near East beginning from
about 8000 B.C. A condensation of volume | of Before Writing ...this book is a perfect production, utterly lucid,
thoughtfully illustrated, and thoroughly convincing." (American Journal of Archaeology)From the Back Coverln 1992,
the University of Texas Press published Before Writing, Volume |: From Counting to Cuneiform and Before Writing,
Volumell: A Catalog of Near Eastern Tokens. In these two volumes, Denise Schmandt-Besserat set forth her
groundbreaking theory that the cuneiform script invented in the Near East in the late fourth millennium B.C. - the
world's oldest known system of writing - derived from anarchaic counting device. How Writing Came About draws
material from both volumes to present Schmandt-Besserat's theory for a wide public and classroom audience. Based
on the analysis and interpretation of a selection of 8,000 tokens or counters from 116 sitesin Iran, Irag, the Levant,

and Turkey, it documents the immediate precursor of the cuneiform script.About the AuthorDenise Schmandt-Besserat
is Professor of Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.



