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Marilynn Gelfman Karp : In Flagrante Collecto (Caught in the Act of Collecting)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In Flagrante Collecto (Caught in the Act of 
Collecting): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a delight! I received it last spring for my birthday ...By 
CarolThis book is a delight! I received it last spring for my birthday and am slowly making my way through it, 
savoring each page. The photos are wonderful, and each picture is numbered to correspond to the text, so it's easy to 
read the author's comments about each individual piece or collection. I bought another copy to give my brother and his 
wife for Christmas, as they are avid antiquers and collectors also. It makes a wonderful gift, either for yourself or 
someone you love. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very entertaining survey 
of collectingBy Joseph ValerioThis is a fun book to browse through and learn how many different things there are to 
collect. There is some analysis of what collecting is, why people do it, and such, and this adds to the enjoyment of the 
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many excellent photos of the items. Overall it conveys the madness that is collecting and certainly inspires one to go 
out and find things and put them together! This is not a serious antique price guide or reference work but a fun book 
which is quite amusing while also being informative. I don't give it a fifth star only because I don't collect anything in 
the book, but that is purely subjective. It's a winner.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I love collecting. 
This book is like a love letter ...By Kellie PetersonI love collecting. This book is like a love letter to collectors. 
Whenever I start to feel a little silly about the various things that I collect I can turn to this book and feel a little better 
about myself. Seriously though, this book made me realize how beautiful many every day things can be, especially 
when displayed in a group.

According to author Marilynn Gelfman Karp, collecting is a calling; and those who are driven to collect unloved 
objects are the purest collectors of all. In this literary and sophisticated celebration of humble objects, Karp shares her 
passionate insights on what she calls the "rapture of the capture." In Flagrante Collecto is a vividly illustrated book 
that is equal parts cultural history, personal memoir, and coffee table objet d'art. The 1000 color photographs that fill 
this book tell stories of lost and found objects. Ignored by many, these figural matchbooks, buttons, erasers, cigar 
rings, pictorial seed packets, and other items are hunted and gathered with Ahab-like tenacity at flea markets, antique 
shops, and collectible shows worldwide. This lovingly assembled volume is a fascinating compendium of material 
culture as told by an incredible array of objects.

About the AuthorMarilynn Gelfman Karp is a professor of art at New York University, a sculptor whose mixed media, 
found object works have been exhibited internationally, an avid observer of material culture, and a relentless collector. 
She and her husband divide their time between New York City and a farmhouse in upstate New York. 


