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Richard A. Lentinello : It's Only Original Once: Unrestored Classic Cars  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised It's Only Original Once: Unrestored Classic Cars: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Garrett Vachalgreat read.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. 1974 Dodge Charger, all original, in this bookBy Charger74318I love this book, but that's 
maybe because my 74 Dodge Charger was featured in it. The editor-in-chief of Hemmings Motor News, Richard 
Lentinello, is a class act. I was lucky to have my car featured in one of their publications and honored when it was 
selected to be featured in the editor's own book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A great coffee table 
bookBy chesterThis nicely written book, with great color photos, is highly recommended. Some extremely rare cars 
are featured.

Rare are the collector cars untouched by time or restorers--cars that still wear their original parts, paint, upholstery, 
and trim. Rare and immensely valuable. These are the survivors that collectors sometimes call “time capsule cars,” 
automobiles that capture the period in which they were built. And these are the cars pictured and profiled in this book 
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in all their original glory. Survivor cars are the highlights of collector-car auctions around the world, the stars of their 
class at prestigious concours such as Pebble Beach, Meadow Brook, and Amelia Island; and the automotive royalty at 
both Bloomington Gold and the Mopar Nats. It’s Only Original Once chronicles the most important of these cars, from 
early models like a 1930 Oakland Roadster and a 1937 Packard to later favorites such as a 1971 Charger R/T and a 
1972 GTO. And like the cars themselves, the book takes the reader on a trip through time. And like the cars 
themselves, the book takes the reader on a trip through time.

“…it is a joy from cover to cover. …these are the cars that every enthusiast wants to see. Lentinello’s odyssey is a 
personal one, and the stories about individual classics and their owners, but the book is all the better for that. From 
Wayne Koffel’s 1930 Oaklant to Mark McCourt’s MGB, every tale is heartwarming.” – Classic and Sports Car 


