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Jeff Carskadden : JamesL. Murphy's Checklist of 19th-Century Bluebird Pottersand Potteriesin M uskingum
County, Ohio before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised James
L. Murphy's Checklist of 19th-Century Bluebird Potters and Potteries in Muskingum County, Ohio:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An important and thorough resource.By WesleyThisisagreat and
long-overdue resource for scholars and collectors of Ohio and Midwestern pottery. This was an important early
industry in the region and still isrelatively poorly documented in a systematic way. This volume focuses on one of the
primary centers of early pottery making in Ohio and is agreat start to creating a detailed history of this craft industry.
Hopefully thisisthe first of additional volumes treating other areas of Ohio.0 of 0 people found the following review
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helpful. Five StarsBy Far2BusyAn amazing work, honoring the life-work and research of James L. Murphy. A must
for the serious collector.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must have bookBy Chriss MillerThis
book exceeded my expectations. A great reference book, very well researched and well presented.

Muskingum County in eastern Ohio was a center for stoneware manufacturing beginning in 1814. The stoneware was
used locally and millions of gallons were also shipped by boat to communities all along the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers throughout much of the 19th century. This book first discusses the history of the early stoneware potteriesin
Muskingum County with emphasis on the small rural family-owned "bluebird" kilns. This history isfollowed by a
checklist containing the names of 762 stoneware potters, firms, dealers, and other individualsinvolved in the
manufacturing and distribution of Muskingum County stoneware. The checklist was initially compiled by the late
James L. Murphy, known as the Dean of Ohio Pottery Collectors. The book consists of over 500 pages and contains 26
tables, 322 figures, and an extensive reference list. The figures include maps, genealogical charts of some of the early
potting families, images of some of the potters, and black and white photos of Muskingum County stoneware vessels
from James Murphy's extensive collection. Maker's marks are also illustrated.



