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Charles M. Jacobs : Kenton Cast Iron Toys: The Real Thing in Everything but Size  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kenton Cast Iron Toys: The Real Thing in 
Everything but Size: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. fine book for fine toysBy Micheal PraterWhat can you say here , 
fine book for fine toys . Very good book and a must have .1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a 
useful resource book and a good historyBy retireeWell done. This is a useful resource book and a good history. Dealer 
was prompt and packaged well. Thank you.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Basic InfoBy 
Andre A. MartelJust got it today. It is mainly for the toys and not the product samples made by Kenton. It does give 
you an idea of what toys or stove sample were released, but lacks a list of stoves. Still I have to recommend it for the 
toy information.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0887409806


Cast iron toys are among the hottest toy collectibles today. Some of the best known of these were made by Kenton, an 
Ohio firm that operated from the 1890s to the 1950s. Their famous Kenton toys include children's savings banks, toy 
stoves, trains, circus caravans, cars, fire trucks, nostalgic horse-and-buggy lines, and nodders, all identified and shown 
here in color photographs and original catalog illustrations. Most famous of all was the authentic Gene Autry toy 
pistol, which was unveiled in 1937. Two million of these were sold in the first year and a half, and the company 
prospered from the Singong Cowboy's popularity until 1951. This marvelously well-illustrated and researched book 
traces the history of Kenton from its days as a boomtown hardware manufacturer in the nineteenth century through the 
struggles of the two world wars. The growth of the American toy industry is reflected in the chronicle of this important 
company told with details from the company archives and with the engaging testimony of company employees. The 
story of Gene Autry's festive visit to Kenton is delightful!

About the AuthorCharles M. Jacobs has lived in Kenton since 1985. He is the curator-director of four historical 
museums in Ohio, including the archives in Kenton. 


