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0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. IMO very boringBy DonnaI found it boring3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. A great book - honestlyBy nameseanThis book is 100+ years old. I am in the year 2013 now. 
I am not a literary giant by any stretch, so you'll have to take my word, when I take the time to give some odd book on 
, that is 100 years old a 5 star rating. This book is best heard and read at the same time. (if you can, download the 
audio for free at librovox) For what it is, its 5 stars. And (dont start a sentence with and) It is a book about literary 
taste!! Make no mistake about it, its just that. A manual, of its time. Which to me, adds even another level of interest. 
The added bonus (no pun intended) was the list of books he tells you to get and the amounts of each book. Then he 
adds them up and tells you what a proper man should have for a literary start the total costs, etc. After all, this is 100 
years ago, so he certainly wasnt talking to women. 104 years; to be exact. Oh...It's a touch dry, for 2013. HA0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. HelpfulBy Mark NenadovA helpful old book from 1909! He encourages 
his readers to dive into the old classics of English literature and modern works too. There are only two flaws I can 
think of: A) The UK-centric pricing is way out of date and B) there is some semi-annoying provincialism.
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About the AuthorEnoch Arnold Bennett, the son of a solicitor, was born in Hanley, Staffordshire in 1867. He was 
educated locally and at London University, before working initially as a solicitor's clerk, but soon turned to writing 
popular serial fiction and editing a women's magazine. After the publication of his first novel, 'A Man from the North' 
in 1898 he became a professional writer and some of his best and most enduring and acclaimed work, including 'Anna 
of the Five Towns', 'The Old Wives' Tale', 'Clayhanger', 'The Card' and 'Hilda Lessways' followed over the next twelve 
years. Soon after the outbreak of the First World War, Bennett was invited to join the War Propaganda Bureau, 
concerned with finding ways of best promoting Britain's interests. He was in good company, as others who contributed 
to this effort included Conan Doyle, John Masefield, G. K. Chesterton, Sir Henry Newbolt, John Galsworthy, Thomas 
Hardy, Rudyard Kipling, Gilbert Parker, G. M. Trevelyan and H. G. Wells. Bernard Shaw knew nothing of the 
Bureau, but attacked what he believed to be jingoistic articles and poems being produced by British writers. Bennett 
was the one chosen to defend their actions. He served on a War Memorial Committee at the invitation of the then 
Minister of Information, Lord Beaverbrook, and was also appointed director of British propaganda in France. His 
spells in Paris added to his reputation as a man of cosmopolitan and discerning tastes. After the War he inevitably 
returned to writing novels and also became a director of the 'New Statesman'. Bennett's great reputation is built upon 
the success of his novels and short stories set in the Potteries, an area of north Staffordshire that he recreated as the 
'Five Towns'. 'Anna of the Five Towns' and 'The Old Wives' Tale' show the influence of Flaubert, Maupassant and 
Balzac as Bennett describes provincial life in great detail. Arnold Bennett is an important link between the English 
novel and European realism. He wrote several plays and lighter works such as 'The Grand Babylon Hotel' and 'The 
Card'. Arnold Bennett died in 1931. 


