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Alan Powers : Living with Books  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Living with Books: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bibliophile's treasureBy CarpinskaEverything a bibliophile could 
want to know from building one's own shelves to the care and feeding of a book.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. then you will love this bookBy Ted VillalonIf you are a book lover (you probably are if you are 
reading this), then you will love this book. The photographs give you ideas about setting up a home library.11 of 12 
people found the following review helpful. Living With BooksBy Ginny MapesLots of design information on home 
decorating with books. If floor space is being taken over by your collection of books and magazines, here is a book 
packed with creative book storage and display ideas for every room in the house including the bathroom. From 
"Design Matters" in Oregon Home, "There are options for the maximalists (walls covered floor-to-ceiling with books 
of all shapes) and minimalists (neatly piled art books as mantelpieces) in us all." So if you are a big-time book 
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collector or just looking to stash your cookbooks, this book is inspiring.

This is an inspirational book that explores over 150 ways in which books can not only be stored, but made to play a 
full part in the character of a home, be it large or small, minimalist or full of cluttered charm. Books are among the 
commonest but most treasured possessions in a home, yet their storage and display is often neglected and not given 
serious consideration as part of the interior design - something all the more necessary as the functions of home and 
workplace now often merge. Chapters are devoted to separate rooms, looking in turn at reception rooms, home offices, 
and libraries, as well as kitchens, bathrooms, and bedrooms, with over 180 colour photographs from around the world 
providing a wealth of inspiration. Ingenious space-saving devices are illustrated for storing books in odd spaces within 
the home - for example in staircases, corridors, and hallways. There is a chapter on caring for books, plus practical 
pages providing useful technical hints for planning and building bookshelves (scale, proportion, materials, fittings, 
etc), complete with illustrated step-by-step instructions showing how to carry out your own imaginative book-storage 
projects.Special double-page features appear in each chapter on topics such as ingenious designer solutions, book 
plates, and creating furniture out of books.

From Library JournalPowers, librarian of the Prince of Wales' Institute of Architecture, has collected a wealth of 
photographs depicting myriad ways to store books. He shows them in the kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, and home 
office; in hallways and stairs; and, of course, in the library. He provides some information on the care of books, but 
professional and student designers will find this book especially helpful for showing how other designers have 
approached the design of shelving and storage of books. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. Attention 
bookworms! Put down that novel, and check out "Living with Books" by Alan Powers; it's full of wonderful examples 
of how to display your Prousts and paperbacks. A chapter called "Practicalities" outlines the basics of building do-it-
yourself bookcases, from wood to metal racks. -- Good Housekeeping, September 1999Book lovers, as the term 
implies, find it easier to acquire books than to get rid of them. Those with hundreds or thousands of volumes 
threatening to take over their homes can find relief in "Living with Books." The large-format volume recommends 
shelving and other storage ideas that will eliminate clutter and place books in any variety of location, including halls, 
stairwells, kitchens and bathrooms. In providing shelving solutions for studies, home offices and libraries, it 
recognizes that books have a value beyond their content, for example adding warmth and color to rooms. Photographs 
demonstrate what can be accomplished when the purpose is to limit the visual effect of books, or to make books a 
central element in the room where they are shelved, with a number of quirky options. "Living with Books" draws 
many examples from the homes of architects and includes a section on building bookshelves and bookcases with a 
minimum of experience or tools, which should enable the reader, if he is game, to replicate some of the examples 
illustrated therein. -- Charleston Post Corier, June 27, 1999Book-lovers especially will delight in Alan Powers' "Living 
with Books" for the many novel ways it suggests for giving books the storage space they need and deserve. This is no 
simple issue: Internet users can talk as much as they like about the appeal of electronic books, but bibliophiles can't be 
dismissed as Luddites simply because they value the real thing. And the real thing needs a place of its own. "Living 
with Books" is something of a wish-book, suggesting countless ways to use shelves in attractive and practial ways... -- 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, April 4, 1999About the AuthorDR ALAN POWERS writes and lectures on architecture 
and applied art, and is the author of the best-selling Front Cover (1 84000 421 5, published 2001, sales of 13,500) and 
the follow-up title Childrens Book Covers (1 84000 693 5). He teaches at the University of Greenwich, London, and is 
closely involved with the Twentieth Century Society, an architectural preservation body, and with Pollock's Toy 
Museum in London. He contributes regularly to Country Life, Crafts, and the Spectator, and has curated a number of 
exhibitions on the art and design of the 20th century. He lives in Bloomsbury, London. 


