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Bill Read, Mitch Peeke : Lost Souls of the River Kwai: Experiences of a British Soldier on the Railway of Death 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lost Souls of the River 
Kwai: Experiences of a British Soldier on the Railway of Death: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. SAD BUT TRUEBy lady blueAn in-depth memoir from the lips of 
one man who survived the horror of being a Japanese POW during WWII.I am glad to have read this book to know the 
true story behind the Hollywood-story that gave us the 1957 Academy Award winning movie `The Bridge on the 
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River Kwai'. Film historians might be interested to know of this book.Clearly history teaches human beings nothing; 
they don't learn from the past, nor do they try not to repeat it.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A 
candid memoir of remarkable content for readers seeking documentation of the terrors of being a POW in World War 
IIBy Midwest Book ReviewLost Souls Of The River Kwai: Experiences Of A British Soldier On The Railway Of 
Death, is co-authored by Bill Reed and Mitch Peeke is the simply riveting autobiographical story of Bill Reed's service 
in the British Army during World War II, including his capture by the Japanese who put him and his fellow POWs to 
work as a slave laborer in southeast Asia. Surviving under lethally abusive conditions (including being tortured by his 
captors), Lost Souls Of The River Kwai tells of Reed's enforced participation on the "Railway of Death" and offers 
readers a vivid description of how just how traumatically the experience effected him for the rest of his life. A candid 
memoir of remarkable content for readers seeking documentation of the terrors of being a POW in World War II 
subject to the terrors of the cruelly merciless Japanese, Lost Souls Of The River Kwai is very strongly recommended 
reading. Large Print format.

This is the moving story of a young man who found himself along with thousands of his comrades in the nightmare of 
Japanese captivity. Unlike so many (it is said that one Commonwealth POW died for every sleeper laid) Bill lived to 
tell the tale. Indeed it is remarkable that this story has not been told before, so graphic are Bill's memories of the 
hardships and horrors. The book goes on to describe how the experiences of those years have affected his life since.


