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Michelle P. Brown : Manuscripts from the Anglo-Saxon Age  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Manuscripts from the Anglo-Saxon Age: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. The best on the topic!By DeeCeeNot only are the colored plates 
breathtakingly beautiful, but the several pages of text preceding each chapter convey the latest scholarship, concise 
historical background, and informative discussion about the manuscripts. The color in the images may not be QUITE 
as good in some other books, but you would never notice if you didn't have them side by side to compare. And there 
are many, many full-page color illustrations of the manuscripts. Altogether a beautiful 5-star book!

The Anglo-Saxons first appeared on the historical scene as Germanic pagan pirates and mercenaries, moving into the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0712306803


declining Roman Empire in the 5th Century AD and forging a series of kingdoms which became 'England'. By the 
time of the Norman Conquest in 1066, Anglo-Saxon England was one of the most sophisticated states in the medieval 
West, renowned for its ecclesiastical and cultural achievements.The written word was of tremendous importance in 
this transformation. Within a century of the introduction of Christianity and literacy, the book had become a central 
element of Anglo-Saxon society, and a rich vehicle for cultural and artistic expression.This new book provides an 
authoritative introduction to the art of book production in the Anglo-Saxon period and an historical overview of the 
period by means of its book culture, and illustrates in colour over 140 examples of the finest Anglo-Saxon books in 
The British Library and other major collections.

It is a pleasure to read so successful a popularizing account, accurate, well-balanced and succinct, together with an 
excellent selection of illustrations from the famous as well as the less familiar of the surviving Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts.-'It is a pleasure to read so successful a popularizing account, accurate, well-balanced and succinct, 
together with an excellent selection of illustrations from the famous as well as the less familiar of the surviving Anglo-
Saxon manuscripts.'-About the AuthorMichelle P. Brown is a curator of Western Manuscripts in the British Library 
and author of several books, including A Guide to Western Historical Scripts and The Book of Cerne. 


