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Training  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Marksmanship in the U.S. Army: A History of Medals, Shooting Programs, and Training: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I highly recommend this volume as a resource for anyone interested 
in ...By Michael B. HansenHaving competed at the Army level in rifle and pistol marksmanship as well as in several 
civilian matches I can appreciate the work of William Emerson in researching this volume. I highly recommend this 
volume as a resource for anyone interested in the training, competition, and awards for excellence used in Army 
marksmanship.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An excellent history of Army marksmanshipBy John 
M. Buol Jr.An excellent history of U.S Army marksmanship. While this is of obvious use to collectors, the real value 
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to me was the history of marksmanship training and programs.I wish there was more details on more of the specific 
courses of fire used to earn these various badges but this has great info.4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Indispensable for CollectorsBy Steven BeckIndispensable for collectors of insignia, this book not only 
describes the Army's awards for marksmanship in great detail, but also covers their history and the story of Army 
marksmanship training, courses, weapons and the soldiers who used them. Bill Emerson's books have a way of 
becoming the prime reference source on a given military subject as soon as they're published, and this book is no 
exception.

Featuring hundreds of black-and-white illustrations of marksmanship medals, prizes, and badges, plus a special full-
color section, this encyclopedia of U.S. Army shooting awards and training program rewards is a must-have for 
military historians and collectors. In Marksmanship in the U.S. Army, William K. Emerson details weapons training 
from the 1850s to the present, gathering this information for the first time in a single volume.Emerson highlights the 
philosophies behind army marksmanship and documents the awards, prizes, and badges bestowed upon the War 
Department’s most elite shooters, artillerymen, and swordsmen. Proficiency training discussed in this book includes 
the use of sabers, cannons, sea mines, bayonets, tank weapons, aerial gunnery, bombs, and other weapons. Emerson 
integrates discussion of the criteria, people, and rationale behind each award into this historical account.Emerson’s 
emphasis on national rifle and pistol matches, the history of selected army and NRA trophies, and significant players 
in the army’s weapons training development enhances the comprehensive appeal of the latest contribution to military 
history by this experienced author.

"I am tremendously impressed by the depth of research that went into this book. Accurate, nicely illustrated, and well 
organized, this is scholarly writing at its best."About the AuthorWilliam K. Emerson is a former U.S. Army officer 
and program manager for various defense engineering firms. A recognized specialist on army material culture, 
Emerson is the author of Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms, also published by the University 
of Oklahoma Press. 


